Introduction
The family Anacanthobatidae (legskates) and its type genus Anacanthobatis were erected by von Bonde & Swart (1923) for Leiobatis marmoratus (type species, subsequently designated with lectotype by Hulley, 1973) and L. dubius n. spp. from South Africa. The family currently consists of two genera, Anacanthobatis von Bonde & Swart, 1923 and Sinobatis Hulley, 1973 . Sinobatis was first described as a subgenus of Anacanthobatis, but was elevated to generic level by Last & Séret (2008) based on strong differences in clasper morphology. Two further subgenera, Schroederobatis and Springeria, were erected by Hulley (1973) , also based on differences in their clasper morphology. As such differences are considered to be diagnostic of genera also in other rajoid groups, elevation of both latter subgenera to generic level was proposed by Last & Séret (2008) .
The family Anacanthobatidae currently comprises 13 valid species. However, several authors consider three of these species, Anacanthobatis donghaiensis (Deng, Xiong & Zhan, 1983) , A. nanhaiensis (Meng & Li, 1981) , and A. stenosoma (Li & Hu, 1982) , to be synonymous with formerly described species. The validity of A. donghaiensis is questioned by Séret (1986) , the validity of A. nanhaiensis by Ishihara (1984) and Last & Compagno (1999) , and the validity of A. stenosoma by Séret (1986) and Last & Compagno (1999) . However, detailed interspecific comparisons are not possible based on their original descriptions, and only few specimens are known of each species (Séret 1986) .
All known legskate species have restricted distributions on continental and insular slopes of the western Atlantic, the southeastern and southwestern Indian Ocean, and the western Pacific (Last & Séret 2008 
